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Sax appeal

[nnovative instruments a big hit

By ERC PETERSON

STAFT WRITER

or the past decade, the LA
Sy eompany of Lake Barmring-
ton has been leading o revoli-
tion In the worldwide
saxophone market,

‘ The company customizes . saxo-
phones and creates new ypes in o
ThE SeK 0= way thal Leo Fender introduced for
: the guitar, zald Marketing Director H

phone is Allan
Tttl.ll.lg_l‘l. .|'!u.||.||.j|]| Sax crewled this in-
very kE}'E‘d strument around 1850, there has been

2 relatively little elae done with it be-
m 1"{:' l"hE i fore LA Sex staried lhi.rlgx rollimg in
| 1BET, Allan enid.

hum an [ “The =ax markel & sery tradi

VIO, EE‘" Lional ™ he asid. “There hasn'L bevrng w

ot of innovaticn. I'm a guitar player

cause of and we've laken a very guitar-ori-

cnted marketing appeoach, LA, Sax

that rela- began to be o force in fhe late "B0s, T

_ P think Adolph Sax would be wvery
t]_[_}j]::-_‘,,hlp, proud of us,™

1 The saxophone stands apart from
pf.‘l:rDlE‘ Cdn many of the rest of the wind inatmu.
. ments for the range of volces ard ex-
T'[’fau_‘r" iden- pressiong it's copable of. Ssxophone
: " . voleiss span the same spectrum as
tlf_‘r" with it. | ehoir voices, from sopeano to bass
and even the lower contrabass, A
? | f-foat--inch  contrabass - sasophone
| waz recently deliversd 1o the por-
pany’s headoguarters from & produse-
ton plant in Italy. The 37500
instrument s the largest production
mdlel saxophone in the world,
"L Sax set ont to have the entire
range of sacophones n our entoon

Michmr ol el T nwsd ' rvss

David Schottle blows a few notes on the 6-foot-d-inch
contrabass saxophone that recently amived at LA, Sax
frorn Italy. The massive Instrument weighs about 50
paunds and has a retall price of $37,500.

rage" Allan said.

In fact, s&vera typis of saxophone
have basi l'.'L"i-'I!'IiJFI:I."l’J by LA Sax il-
sell. Rescarch and Development Co
ordinstor David Schoitle cpepted thie
straight tenor saxephone about three
yoars ggo, & product that has been on
the market for sbowut two years,
achotile is cumently working on the
protebype for a particular tvpe of
siraight vwenor gax specifically for sp
s Joe Lovnnno,

Allan explained that slightly differ-
enl sounds are possible fmom these
varlous types of horn, and that the
atralght tenor has a somewhat
WHFTTIET |.|.uu]i||:_l.' thar does iis Uradi-
tional counterpart, “The saxophone 18
very heved m oo the Ruman woles
he s, *Because of that relattonship,
people can really idendify with (L The
sax player is using breath for expres-
sion, and that's why peapls id.:nﬂ!‘}-
with it. There's no other instrument
like JE'"

One-of-a-kind

In addition to its regular product
lines, LA, Sax also creates many one-
ofa-kind and limited edifion saxoe
phones. Last week, Production han-
eger Garry Hane was putting the
fimishing louches on & saxophone
that will be swarded to the winner of
the Outstomding Youth sward at-a
Jazz festival coming up nest marith in
Mosepw, ldaha, In addition W s
unlgue color scheme, the sax bears
the logo and date ol the event

Hane said such a project took abonrt
tvo cayvs to do, He explained how
et Saxn specially designed prod-
wits arrive fully assembled from the
planl. Al one time the comnony hed
bl the metruments delivered in ki
form o assermbile Trom soralch. Bat
withiotit the lecqguer finish being pal
an &t the plant, some amount of cor-
roskon woikld oceur durimg dellvery
which took even msope Pime and effort
to etiminate,

”Gﬂf[:-' Iz known world round as
the master builder,” Allan snid,

A very gpecial mited edition was
thi S!ME—EF‘.d-EinL": Prestdential
sweophone inspired by Bill Clinton's
playing a =ax during & pre-election
appearance on the “Arsenio Hall
Sho In 1882, Only 150 of the instms-
ments were made, cach with a spe-
cifie number,

Sax Mumber Chie was pmesented to
Clinton In the Owval OfMice in May
15904, at which time the Chief Esxecu

-I-H-l-n'_"-l

oy

flirhard Eagislis lidueser Pross

A B-foot-4-inch conitrabass saxophone towers above its
player, 5-foot-8-inch Dawvid Schotie at LA, Sax in Lake
Bamington. Schottle is the research and development co-
ordinator for the company, and he invented the straight
tenar saxophane three years ago.

Uve played “Georgia on My Mind™ for
ithe representailves from LA S
That partieular one was subsequently
donated to the Shrine to Music Mu-
seum at the University of South Da-
{Cortinued on pape 103)
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kota, Others in the range cost
£1, 006 apiece, Saxophone art-
ist Richerd Elliot and conme-
dian Bill Cosby are among a
fawr celebrities who own one,

LA Spw i located at the
fosmer gite of Barrington Cui-
tar Works ot 22N158 Pepper
Road in the Lake Barringion
industrial park. The klea of
giving the “guitar treatment™
to saxophones came aboul
after Joe Cocker’s band op-
proached Bamrington Guitar
Waorks and azked for some
suxophones W0 be  painted,
Allan zaid.

He added that the name

“LA Sax" was arrived at for
itz feeling of hipness and so
that the instruments were in-

etantly recopnizable as a U5
prsduct in a8 worldwide mar-
ket Though some have begun
following L& Sax's lead, the
company’s name is still the
one readily associated with
customized saxophones in
general, Allan said.

Though saxophones are and
will continue 1o be the comn-

pany’s main products, custom
trumpets, trombones, Flugel-
horms or pockel trumpets ane
also available.

For information ahoul LA
Sox, coll (§47) J82-3210 ext. 16
or (RES) FEE-TITO. The com-
pany’'s Webzite iz http
i, s, comm,
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